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Iowa Library Commission 


OBJECT: To aid im the establishment and d- LOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
velopment of free and other public libraries in the . 
State of lowa. Des Moines 


MEMBERS November 3, 4, 5, 1936 
JOHNSON BricHamM, Chairman, Des Moines 
Dr. E. A. Grtmore, Iowa City 
AGNES SAMUELSON, Des Moines 
Mrs. H. H. Teprorp, Mount Ayr 








Mrs. D. S. HummsTon, Albia Joint Meeting with lowa State 
ARTHUR E. THoMPson, Sioux City 

Mrs. J. C. Pryor, Burlington Teachers Association 

JuLIA A. Ropinson, Secreta 

HELEN ATEN, Reference Librarian N’ ovember Sth 


Leta 8. WiLson, Librarian, Traveling Library 
Orrice—State Historical Building, Des Moines 





‘President’s CMessagze 


It is only a little over a month until we will have the opportunity of 
gathering together cence more at the state meeting of the lowa Library Asso- 
ciation. Last year at the state meeting in Sioux City the library association 
joined with the Northwest division of the Iowa State Teachers Association 
for one meeting. This year the association will join with the State Teachers 
Association for a meeting of the school and children’s section on Thursday, 
November 5. This will be the first day of the state teacher’s meeting and 
the last day of the meeting of the Iowa Library Association. A special 
program has been planned for this meeting. 

The future development of the relationship between the school and pub- 
lic libraries is of the utmost importance and every librarian should make 
an effort to hear the special program planned for this meeting. 

The general program also affords the opportunity for discussion of many 
library problems and includes many high lights for your entertainment. 

Tuesday evening we are to be honored with an address by Malcolm 
G. Wyer, President of the American Library Association. 

We benefit from any organization just what we ourselves put into it. 
Because it is YOUR library association, it is YOUR state library meeting. 
Librarians, library trustees, and library friends—the Iowa Library Asso- 
ciation needs you in Des Moines to add your interest, enthusiasm and 
inspiration to help make the meeting a success. YOU also need the associ- 
ation to assist you in your future work for the progress of libraries. 

We are counting on you one hundred per cent. 


Miuprep H. Pr«ez, President, Iowa Library Association. 
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Towa Library Association 
November 3-5, 1936 


Summary of Information 


Headquarters and meeting places on the 
program will be at Savery Hotel. 

Registration—Register upon arrival and 
secure tickets for the Iowa Summer 
Library School dinner Tuesday eve- 
ning, the sectional luncheons Wednes- 
day noon, and the convention dinner 
Wednesday night, if you expect to at- 
tend. (Listed elsewhere in this num- 
ber of the Quarterly.) 

Bulletin Boards—Watch for announce- 
ments. 

Exhibits of book, library supply dealers, 
and binderies will be on display at 
Hotel Savery. 

Railroads—Will give ten per cent re- 
duction on a ten-day ticket. There 
are also bus connections with many 
places in Iowa. 

Hotels—Room reservations should be 

made early. 
The following rates are offered: 
Headquarters—Hotel Savery 
With bath, single $2.50, up 
Double, $3.50, up 
Brown Hotel 
With bath, single $2.00, up 
Double, $3.00, up 
Without bath, Annex, single, 
$1.00, $1.25 
Double, $1.75, $2.00 
Victoria Hotel 
Single, $1.25 to $2.00 
Double, $1.75 to $3.00 . 
TENTATIVE PROGRAM 
Tuesday Morning, November 3 


Registration — Headquarters, Savery 


Hotel 
Tuesday Afternoon 
3 :00—Address of Welcome 
Response 
Music 
Costume portrayal of ‘‘ Carlotta 
of Mexico,’’ Mrs. Bertita 
Harding, author of ‘‘ Phantom 
Crown.’”’ 
Announcements 
Tuesday Evening 
6 :00—Dinner, Iowa Library Summer 
Schcol Society 
8 :00—Legislation and State Planning 
Reports 
Our Libraries and the Federal 


Government — Forrest B. 
Spaulding, Public Library, 
Des Moines 

Address — Malcolm G. Wyer, 
President, American Library 
Association 


Wednesday Morning, November 4 
9 :30—Business Meeting 
Book Talks: Adult—Mary Kath- 
erine Reely, Wisconsin Li- 
brary School, Madison, Wis. 
Juvenile—Letha M. Davidson, 
Librarian Ames Publie Li- 
brary 
12 :30—Sectional luncheons, Large and 
Small, Reference, Trustees, 
Hospital, University and Col- 
lege libraries, and Junior 
Members. 


Wednesday Afternoon 
Free 
Wednesday Evening 
6 :30—Dinner — Address — ‘‘ What the 
Reader Expects of a Novelist”’ 
—Phyllis Bentley, British 
author. 
Thursday Morning, November 5 
9 :30—Hertzberg Bindery demonstra- 
tion of book repairing 
Address—‘‘ Mark Twain,’’ Addi- 
son M. Parker, Des Moines 
Plaque Award 
Thursday Noon 
12 00—Luncheon — School and Chil- 
dren’s librarians section 
Business meeting—Library See- 
tion, State Teachers Associa- 
tion 
2 :00—Greetings—State Teachers Asso- 
ciation 
Address—‘The Socialized 
School Library,’’ Dwight E. 
Porter, Principal, Omaha 
Technical High School 
Discussion 
‘*Sehool Library Service’’— 
Aleta J. Malmberg, Newton, 
lowa 
4:00—Address—‘‘How Books Hap- 
pen,’’ Rachel Field, winner of 
the John Newbery Medal im 
1930 
Thursday Evening 
8 :00—Monologues—Cornelia Otis Skin- 
ner (presented by the State 
Teachers Association) 
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SPEAKERS 


Mrs. Bertita Harding was born in 
Europe of Rhenish and Hungarian an- 
eestry, went to the City of Mexico as a 
small girl and spent most of her child- 
hood in the shadow of Chapultepec 
Castle. For as long as she can remem- 
ber, her life has been colored by the 
Empress Carlotta theme. This is the 
subject of her talk at the library meeting. 

Maleolm G. Wyer, president of the 
American Library Association, who will 
speak on Tuesday evening, was librarian 
of the State University for nine years 
and his going in 1913 was felt a distinct 
loss to the library interests of the state. 
He was president of the lowa Library 
Association in 1910-11, and direetor of 
the Summer Library School in 1913. 
Iowa should feel very proud that one of 
her librarians should oceupy this hon- 
orable and honorary position and should 
welcome Mr. Wyer to their meeting with 
much enthusiasm, both for his work in 
the past in Iowa and for his position 
today. 

Mr. Wyer is now librarian of the 
Denver Public Library. 

Miss Reely, who gives the reviews of 
adult books, is an instructor in the Wis- 
consin Library School and the author of 
‘Through golden windows,’’ and a re- 
cent children’s book, ‘‘Blue mittens.’’ 
Miss Reely has previously spoken before 
the association and her return will be 
welcome. 

Phyllis Bentley was born in Halifax, 
a busy manufacturing town, in the West 
Riding District of Yorkshire, England, 
in 1894. Her family on both sides was 
connected with the woolen textile indus- 
try and the greater part of Miss Bent- 
ley’s life has been spent in this district. 
This gives her the background for her 
novel ‘‘Inheritance’’ published in 1932. 
She has visited the United States several 
times. 

Addison M. Parker, who will speak on 
“*Mark Twain’’ on Thursday morning, 
was at one time a member of the lowa 
Library Commission and the Iowa sen- 
ate. He has made a study of Mark 
Twain. 

Dwight E. Porter, principal of Omaha 
Technical High School, has the best or- 
ganized school library in the middlewest 
and has appeared before the American 
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Library Association in very successful 
talks. 

Mrs. Arthur Pederson, known to the 
library public, of juvenile and adult 
readers as Rachel Field, is a novelist, 
playwright, poet, and winner of the 
Newbery Medal for children’s literature 
in 1930. ‘*Hitty,’’ which won this prize, 
is the story of a doll and her first one 
hundred years and ‘‘ Time out of mind,”’ 
a novel of 1935, are probably the best 
known of Miss Field’s writing. All who 
have read her books will want to hear 
her speak on Thursday afternoon. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner is a daughter of 
Otis Skinner, the actor, who has made a 
reputation for herself as a monologist. 
She has been heard by many over the 
radio. 

Mr. Spaulding and Miss Davidson are 
members of our association and too well 
known to need introduction. 


SOCIAL 


Tuesday, 6:30 P. M.—lowa Summer Li- 
brary School dinner at Hotel Savery. 
Tickets to be secured at registration 
desk upon arrival. 

Wednesday, 12:30 P. M.— ‘Sectional 
Luncheons. See program and bulletin 
boards for room assignment. Secure 
tickets on registering. 

Wednesday, 6:30 P. M.— Convention 
Dinner. Hotel Savery. Secure tickets 
on registering. 

Thursday, 10 P. M.—Get-together on 
Mezzanine Floor at Hotel Savery for 
election returns. 

Library schools and other groups may 
arrange for breakfasts, luncheons, or 
dinners as desired. Iowa Library 
Association membership (be sure to 
wear badge) will admit to all meet- 
ings, addresses, and entertainments. 
For non-members of the association, 
courtesy tickets will be sold for one 
dollar which will admit to Mrs. Hard- 
ing’s, Miss Bentley’s, and Rachel 
Field’s lectures. The Cornelia Otis 
Skinner entertainment is a courtesy 
accorded the librarians by the State 
Teachers Association. 





There will be an opportunity to hear 
Cornelia Otis Skinner on Wednesday 
afternoon at the Women’s Club, by the 
payment of one dollar. 








Librarians wishing to return home 
after Miss Field’s address on Thursday 
afternoon may find it will cost no more 
to pay this dollar than to stay over 
another night and hear her Thursday 
evening. 





Attention! 


Librarians and trustees contemplating 
attendance at the Iowa Library Meeting 
will wish, of course, to be present on the 
opening date, November third, which is 
election day, and no one will wish to 
lose his vote. 

Therefore, attention should be given 
early to applying for an absent voter’s 
privilege and prepare to vote in that 
manner. Then they can enjoy the meet- 


ing with an easy conscience. 





Iowa Library Association 
Membership 
Your Iowa Library Association mem- 
bership is due and once more we urge 
you to pay. It will greatly facilitate 
the duties of your treasurer and encour- 
age your Executive Committee to have 
all membership fees in before the state 
meeting. We anticipate a good meeting 
and to have the best talent, funds must 
be available. Send your memberships 
today to the State Treasurer, Miss Helen 
M. Morse, Maquoketa, Iowa. 
CorRNELIA RHYNSBURGER, 
Ruta LuMBarp, 
HELEN ALLEN Burgess, 
Chairman. 


Memberships Paid Between July 1, 
1936 and September 1, 1936 


Alden Public Library 

Aten, Helen H., staff, Iowa Library Com- 
mission 

Brown, Jane C., staff, Webster City 

Crosley, Charlotte E., librarian, Kendall 
Young Library, Webster City 

Day, Mary Hite, interested citizen, Batavia 

Deyoe, Dorothy, staff, Iowa Library Com- 
mission 

Donaldson, Marjorie, staff, Iowa Library 
Commission 

Gordon, Jessie B., librarian, Iowa City 

Hampton Public Library 

Iowa City Public Library 

Ida Grove Public Library 

Kingsbury, Mary E., librarian, Hampton, 
dues 1937 

Law, Ainslie, librarian, Traer 

MeMurray, Jessie A., staff, Webster City 

Neff, Grace, librarian, Cedar Falls 





New Hampton Public Library 

Pitts, Elizabeth V., librarian, Alton 

Porter, Bessie W., librarian, New Hampton 

Reinbeck Public Library 

Robinson, Julia A., Executive Secretary, 
Iowa Library Commission 

Schaller Public Library 

State University of Iowa Libraries, two 
years, 1935 and 1936 

Webster City Kendall Young Public Library 

Wilson, Lelia S., staff, Iowa Library Com- 
mission. 


A Federal Library Agency 

The affixing of President Roosevelt's 
signature on June 23 to the bill appro- 
priating $25,000 for the creaticn of a 
federal library agency brings ‘‘the equal 
chance’’ a step nearer to realization, it 
is believed by many, despite the small- 
ness of the sum. What is significant is 
that, for the first time, a federal ageney 
has been established (as a Library Divi- 
sion in the Office of Education, under 
the direction of Dr. John W. Studebaker, 
commissioner of education) to survey li- 
brary accomplishments and needs; foster 
coordination between public and school 
library service and between library serv- 
ice and other forms of adult education; 
develop library participation in federal 
projects; and encourage inter-state co- 
operation and nation-wide coordination 
of research materials. The most impor- 
tant development in the history of the 
American library movement during the 
coming decade will undoubtedly be the 
coordinating, integrating, and equalizing 
of its essential services. 

Wilson Bulletin, September, 1936. 








Book Week 

The dates of Book Week for 1936 will 
be November 15-21, and the topic, 
‘*Books to grow on—the modern world 
for young people.’’ The October num- 
ber of the Wilson Bulletin will, aecord- 
ing to their custom, be devoted to Book 
Week material. Also write the Iowa Li- 
brary Commission for help. 





Junior Members Luncheon 
Junior Members! Now that it is pos 
sible to turn our attention to something 
besides the weather, let us consider again 
the organization of a group for lowa, 
as proposed in the last Jowa Library 
Quarterly. 











SA TSR TS SPS he - of 


ST mew 


r 


ee 


oe ee ee ke 


=F wu fF 





Since the primary purpose of the 
widespread Junior Members movement 
is to get acquainted, an informal lunch- 
eon meeting is being planned for the 
coming Iowa Library Association meet- 
ing. So between now and November, 
Junior Members, be thinking hard about 
the type of organization it is desirable 
to have for Iowa. 

Remember, each of you is expected at 
the luncheon, so watch for the announce- 
ment of time and place. 

In the meantime, the Iowa City group 
is anxious to hear your opinions and will 
welcome your comments. Address your 
communications to Clarice Krieg, Uni- 
versity of Iowa Libraries, Iowa City, 
Towa.—CLaricE KRriec. 





Iowa Summer Library School 


The list of visiting lecturers to the 
school during the summer were as fol- 
lows: Anna May Price, former director 
of the Illinois Library Commission, 
‘‘Loan Work,’’ and ‘‘Library Public- 
ity’’; Ralph M. Dunbar, assistant libra- 
rian Iowa State College, ‘‘The Adminis- 
tration of College Libraries’’; Mrs. 
Jessie B. Gordon, librarian, Iowa City 
Publie Library, ‘‘The Business Side of 
the Library,’’ ‘‘The Library Staff,’’ and 
‘‘The Library Building’’; Grace Van 
Wormer, acting director of the Univer- 
sity of Iowa Libraries, ‘‘The Adminis- 
tration of the University of Iowa Li- 
braries’’; Forrest B. Spaulding, libra- 
rian Des Moines Public Library, ‘*The 
Library Trustee,’’ and ‘Outside Activi- 
ties of the Librarian.’’ These were in 
addition to the regular school work and 
lectures of the faculty as announced in 
the last number of the Quarterly. 

There were forty-five students en- 
rolled from nine states as follows: Lowa, 
thirty-two; Illinois, three; Wisconsin, 
three; Indiana, two; and one each from 
Kansas, Louisiana, Nebraska, Oklahoma, 
and South Dakota. 

A list of the students is given below. 


Students, Iowa Summer Library School, 
1936 


Alexander, Mrs. Louise F., Iowa City 

Ball, Emily M., Creston i 

Blazer, Katherine C., School Library, Sac 
City 

Blood, Bess, Assistant, Public Library, 
Keokuk 
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Bradt, Frances C., Teacher-librarian, Ma- 
delia, Minnesota 

Broderson, Virginia L., Children’s librarian, 
Chanute, Kansas 

Bures, Ethelyn L., Assistant cataloging de- 
partment, University Libraries, Iowa City 

Corrigan, Mary P. A., Branch Assistant, 
Public Library, Freeport, Illinois 

Crone, Sara Etta M., Junior Assistant; G. 
M. Simmons Library, Kenosha, Wisconsin 

Davidson, Mary Stuart, McKinley Senior 
High Library, Cedar Rapids 

Dean, Eva K., Teacher-librarian, Devils 
Lake, N. D. 

Dean, Genevieve M., Teacher-librarian, Bur- 
dette, Minn. 

Dyer, Ruth, Indianola 

Enlow, Lillian M., High School Library, 
Cedar Falls 

Falls, Marjorie H., Des Moines 

Faris, Ruth, Assistant, Public Library, 
Beatrice, Nebraska 

Farrell, Henrietta, Assistant hospital libra- 
rian, Sioux City 

Frazier, Gladys D., Teacher-librarian, Baton 
Rouge, La. 

Gima, Marguerite, Jr. Assistant, Public Li- 
brary, Whiting, Indiana 

Harnak, Anna, Assistant, Public Library, 
Gary, Indiana 

Hidde, Irma, Assistant and children’s libra- 
rian, Public Library, New London, Wisconsin 

Huegel, Mary, Ionia. 

Huffman, Minnie F., Galva 

Iddings, Ila R., Logan 

Iwert, Marian, Cireuletion department, Uni- 
versity Libraries, Iowa City 

Kiedaisch, Katherine E., Keokuk 

Kilberger, Gladys H., Iowa City 

Kittinger, Freda H., Eldorado, Illinois 

McClung, Grace R., Booker Washington 
High School, Tulsa, Okla. 

McCormack, Elizabeth J., Assistant, Public 
Library, Marshalltown 

Maxwell, Lillian H., Teacher-librarian, 
Ossian 

Meyer, Adelia C., Assistant, Public Library, 
Cherokee 

Miller, Louise M., Amana 

Penwell, Ina L., Assistant librarian, Free- 
port, Illinois 

Powers, Elizabeth H., High School Library, 
Decorah 

Rank, Rose E., Iowa City 

Schive, Winifred M., Assistant, Public Li- 
brary, Fort Dodge 

Shirley, Geraldine L., Iowa City 

Spencer, Dorothy E., Librarian, Union Li- 
brary, University Libraries, Iowa City 

Stearns, Opal, Mount Vernon 

Van Den Elzen, Jessie L., Jr. Assistant, 
Kellogg Public Library, Green Bay, Wis. 

White, Max O., Teacher-librarian, Lamoni 

Whitney, Beulah Mae, Public Library, 
Mabridge, 8. D. 

Wilson, Alice M., Colo 

Zwifelhofer, Pauline M., Assistant, Public 
Library, Newton 














































Legislative Committee 

The legislative committee of the Iowa 
Library Association met on September 
twenty-third and adopted as their pro- 
gram for the coming legislature, as far 
as it could be at present outlined, the 
following: 

1. Clarification of the Iowa code in 
regard to library appropriations. 

2. Support of the certification plans 
submitted by the certification committee. 

3. Consideration of a state aid book 
bill to be presented to this legislature or 
some future one. 

These suggestions should be a matter 
of diseussion by librarians with their 
library boards before coming to the state 
meeting in November that they may be 
ready to take part in any discussion of 
the subject when the report of the legis- 
lative committee is presented on Tues- 
day evening. The committee consists of 
Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, Iowa City, chair- 
man; Mrs. C. Van Epps, Iowa City; 
Mrs. J. C. Pryor, Burlington; Eva T. 
Canon, Council Bluffs, and Helen Rex, 
Spencer. 

In this connection the librarians will 
possibly be interested to know that Mrs. 
Gordon attended the meeting of the Bar 
Association in the spring and through 
her efforts and those of Mr. Hart, a mem- 
ber of the Iowa City library board, a 
committee was appointed from this asso- 
ciation to assist the librarians of the 
state during the coming legislature. The 
members of the committee are all library 
trustees: W. R. Hart, Iowa City, chair- 
man; W. F. Riley, Des Moines; Ray- 
mond A. Smith, Council Bluffs; M. C. 
Gilmore, Ottumwa; and Earl Smith, 
Mason City. 





A Few Points to Be Noted in the 
Evaluation of Children’s Books 

1. Is the book well made and well 
illustrated? An inexpensive book is not 
necessarily cheap but many inexpensive 
books are useful. 

2. Does it increase the child’s knowl- 
edge, and is it accurate? 

3. Is it well written? 

4. Is it true to life and wholesome in 
its influence without being sentimental 
or pointing a moral too plainly? 

5. Does it make wrongdoing attrac- 


tive and glorify mischief and lawless. 
ness? 

6. Will it become a friend and be a 
book a child will be proud to own? 

7. How does this book compare with 
the best books of its class or are there 
other books similar to it, but better? 





Certification 


The Iowa Library Association Certifi- 
eation Committee has had two meetings 
and carefully considered the applications 
for library certificates presented to them 
by the librarians of the state. 

They have become convinced that 
there should be prepared a new standard 
for awarding certificates and they are 
therefore holding the applications until 
the time of the state meeting when the 
committee report will present a sug- 
gested revision. This explains why li- 
brarians who have sent in applications 
have not received their certificates. 





I. L. A. Literary Award 
Ballots for the return of votes on the 
Literary Award for 1936 will soon be 
sent out. 
According to action of the Executive 


Board last year the vote this year will 
be confined to membership in the Iowa 


Library Association. Libraries not hav- 
ing paid their dues need not be sur- 
prised, therefore, not to receive a ballot. 





What It Has Meant to Me to Be a 
Library Trustee 

The editor of the Jowa Library Quar- 
terly is proposing to run a symposium 
in the next number of the Quarterly 
under this title and will be very glad to 
receive contributions from trustees whe 
have it on their hearts to contribute to 
the subject. Please do not make it too 
lengthy. If no replies come some trus- 
tees will be called on. 





Libraries and the WPA 

Librarians and library boards who 
have had the assistance of WPA work- 
ers in book mending and binding will . 
be greatly interested in an article, ‘‘ Pro- 
tection Needed Against WPA Binding 
Projects,’’ appearing in the Library 
Journal for August, 1936. 
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A. M. Deyoe 

A. M. Deyoe, former member of the 
Iowa Library Commission, passed away 
at the Methodist Hospital in Des Moines 
on Wednesday, September sixteenth. 
Mr. Deyoe had suffered from sciatica 
for the past eight or ten months but 
seemed to be recovering when a sudden 
turn for the worse sent him to the hos- 
pital where he died within a few hours. 

Mr. Deyoe was Superintendent of 
Publie Instruction for the years 1911- 
1919 and had been twice a member of 
the Iowa Library Commission, the first 
time ex officio as Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, and the second time 
1925 to 1935, when he was appointed 
by Governor Hammill to fill the unex- 
pired term of Addison M. Parker, and 
reappointed that year and again in 
1930 for terms of five years. 

Previous to his election as Superin- 
tendent of Publie Instruction he was 
County Superintendent of Schools in 
one or two of the northern counties in 
Iowa. 

As an educator Mr. Deyoe was much 
interested in library work and was a 
valuable member of the Iowa Library 
Commission. During his later years he 
became especially interested in raising 
the standards of librarianship and there- 
fore in certification. He stressed that 
matter when he was chairman of the 
legislative committee of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association, from 1933-1935. 

The Secretary of the Library Com- 
mission always found him very helpful 
in matters where she needed advice or 
encouragement and missed this when he 
ceased to be a member of the Library 
Commission. His daughter, Dorothy, 
is a member of the Library Commission 
staff. 


Book and Periodical Exchange 

The library commission secretary has 
information concerning a set of the 
Americanized Oxford Dictionary which 
can be purchased at a considerable re- 
duction. It will be a bargain and an 
addition to any library which is able 
to afford $80 at the present time. If 
interested, write the secretary of the 
library commission, who will be glad to 
place you in communication with the 
seller. 
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The Library as a Business: A Trustee’s 
Point of View 


By William E. Marcus 
President Board of Library Trustees, 
Montelair, N. J. 

Just as business firms differ greatly in 
respect to the ability of their officers and 
directors to produce profits and systema- 
tie growth, so also are these same in- 
equalities found in the management of 
public libraries. 

The great differences in services ren- 
dered by public libraries in approxi- 
mately similar communities are due, as 
a rule, to the varying degree of compe- 
tence of the trustees and the librarian 
to direct the policies of the institution 
they serve. 

Where unprogressive, poorly financed 
libraries exist, in that community will 
usually be found a situation in which 
new trustees are seldom appointed, or if 
there should be a normal turnover in 
trustee personnel, then the new members 
are either political appointees or ami- 
able, well meaning, but poorly qualified, 
friends of the appointive officer. Such 
trustees rarely visit other libraries or 
make much conscious effort to increase 
their knowledge of library administra- 
tion and of new techniques prevailing 
elsewhere. They often act as though 
they were unaware that the librarian is 
the chief executive officer of the library 
and as such is expected to operate its 
services. Trustees are directors, not 
operators. 

Successful, progressive libraries have 
trustees who were appointed because by 
experience, background, and proved abil- 
ity they are able to understand and ap- 
praise the past, to analyze the needs of 
the present, and to plan wisely for the 
future. Trustees so qualified have the 
capacity to mold public opinion to a 
sympathetic understanding of the place 
the public library should hold in the 
community. This is the key to expand- 
ing services to meet community library 
needs and the resulting larger annual 
budget. 

In connection with the appraisal of 
the present needs of your library and 
the plans for its future, it is essential to 
have a clear picture of whether you are 
operating a ‘‘model T’’ library which is 




















outmoded, partially obsolete, inefficient 
in terms of modern performance, and 
incapable of meeting the special chal- 
lenges which have overtaken the library 
world within five years, or whether your 
past planning and current methods have 
resulted in an administration of your 
library system which gives the fullest 
possible service to the community. 

It is easy and yet dangerous to be 
satisfied with mediocrity and to blame 
the town-governing body, polities, lack 
of income or many other influences for 
the seeming inability to progress and to 
render adequate service. It is also easy 
to cling to the belief that the depression 
does not permit any expansion of serv- 
ices involving larger appropriations. 
Such may be the case in individual in- 
stances but there are so many communi- 
ties in America where libraries have suc- 
cessfully met the challenge of increased 
services requiring larger budgets that 
every board of trustees and librarian 
should be certain that their methods of 
publicity and public relations are such 
as to rally public sentiment behind a 
potential need for increased income. 

In communities where inadequate li- 
brary service is rendered patrons of the 
library gradually become resigned to the 
inadequacy of their library and submit 
to a service which is hopelessly behind 
the times and which should not be tol- 
erated. Usually, in such libraries, the 
trouble is that competition is too far 
away to exert its full impact and to serve 
as a stimulus for better and enlarged 
services. 


Where Trouble May Lie 


In other instances, the trouble may lie 
largely in the fact that the board of trus- 
tees may approach budgeting responsi- 
bilities in a defeatist spirit of how much 
they believe they can wrangle from the 
town-governing body rather than by 
carefully studying the needs of the li- 
brary, computing the costs of these serv- 
ices as a basis for the budget, and then, 
with public opinion aroused, exerting the 
maximum of pressure on the appropri- 
ating body. 

Some business firms are noted for 
their successful operations and leader- 
ship, continuously earning the respect 
and high regard of the public, and often 
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incurring the envy of their competitors, 
Such a position in the business world 
is not attained or held by accident, but 
is the result of wise, sound, forward 
looking leadership and planning on the 
part of both the officers and the direc. 
tors who guide the policies. 

So in the case of public libraries which 
are pointing the way, it is not sufficient 
to have a competent librarian and 
but there must be a board of trustees 
who keep abreast of all new trends and 
who are willing at times to break with 
past precedents and try new methods 
and new cooperation. They must realize 
that circulation of books is far from the 
only real measure of a successful library. 

The two chief tests and measurements 
of business success are its increase in 
sales volume and its net profit. It is 
toward these two objectives that all 
executives and directors bend their ef- 
forts and direct their policies. A con- 
stant incentive to growth is the estab- 
lishment of quotas and goals, which, 
when attained, are the indication of suc- 
cessful accomplishment. 

Although libraries have nothing for 
sale and are measured solely in terms of 
services, there are many ways in which 
growth can be estimated other than in 
dollars and profits. Among these are 
more efficient reference and information 
service, better service to readers and 
school children, more prompt and effi- 
cient service in all departments. But it 
must be clearly recognized that in most 
respects a public library is just like a 
business, with assets and liabilities, stock 
on hand, personnel, rules and regula- 
tions, records, accounts payable and re- 
ceivable, daily customers, and finally 
officers and directors. With so many 
things in common, it becomes obvious 
that even though success is not measured 
in dollar results, the operation of a li- 
brary requires experienced, capable lead- 
ership, if the front rank is to be attained. 

The board of directors of successful 
businesses is composed of a wide variety 
of talents, men of broad diversified ex- 
perience, and public acceptance. In so 
many instances library trustees are ap- 
pointed without any regard to the real 
qualifications of the individual to direct 
the affairs of a complicated business. 
They may be citizens of unquestioned 
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popularity, but they are often far from 
qualified to guide the policies of a large 
business enterprise like a library sys- 
tem. It is essential that a trustee make 
the library his foremost interest outside 
of home and business. 


Two Fundamentals 


With this analogy between business 
and libraries clearly understood, it be- 
comes possible better to grasp the neces- 
sity of two fundamentals: one, that the 
library should progress from a solid 
foundation (a survey); and the other 
that it should move forward with a 
planned growth toward desirable attain- 
able objectives (a program). A library 
survey is merely an impartial appraisal 
of the services a library system is ren- 
dering the community, and the equip- 
ment used to render these services. It 
is just as necessary and desirable for a 
library to have orderly progress from a 
solid foundation as it is for a business 
to operate with a clear conception of 
sound policies in promoting public ac- 
ceptance of its product. 

There are too few trustees whose ex- 
perience seems to qualify them to know 
what constitutes a solid foundation, what 
determines a reasonable rate of growth, 
and what objectives to establish as goals. 
Wise trustees take no chances on such 
fundamentally basic determinations, but 
insist upon an outside survey being made 
to serve as a mirror in which can be re- 
flected a true picture of their library’s 
past wisdom and folly, its present assets 
and shortcomings, its strength and weak- 
nesses, and to permit a fuller, clearer 
understanding of future desirable objec- 
tives and aspirations. 

With a competent survey as a founda- 
tion, it is possible to develop a sound pro- 
gram of future planned growth, and to 
determine the rate at which the objec- 
tives ean or should be approached. 


Trustees should not shun or fear a 
survey any more than directors of a 
business should fai! to report to stock- 
holders the result of operations in a year 
when a net loss has been recorded. There 
is no disgrace in acknowledging that 
one’s stewardship has not been perfect, 
nor any harmful retribution as a result. 
The shorteomings are soon forgotten in 
the new growth and accomplishments 
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which date invariably from the survey 
and the public quickly becomes aware 
of the constructive effort being made to 
reach new goals, and to give a full meas- 
ure of the service to which the commun- 
ity is entitled—A. L. A. Bulletin, 
September, 1936. 





Overcrowded Book Shelves 


In response to the recent offer of the 
Iowa Library Commission of books from 
a permanent loan list, so many replies 
came saying that library shelves were 
overcrowded that the Secretary is con- 
strained to offer a few words on the 
subject. 

In 1925 this subject was taken up for 
discussion at the District Meetings and 
at the time several classes of books were 
included among those which might be 
weeded out from library book shelves 
without loss to the library collection. 
The probability is that most of these 
library shelves should be weeded out as 
there are likely to be a number of books 
which do not add at all to the value of 
the library as being neither of permanent 
worth nor of popular interest. 


The first class included at the time was 
old Iowa documents such as the House 
and Senate Journals previous to the last 
session, and reports, except the latest of 
the various state departments. A full 
set of the Official Register, however, 
should be kept, also the reports of the 
Iowa Library Commission, bulletins of 
the Board of Control, and all codes, 
though only the latest codes and latest 
session laws need be kept in the reading 
room. 

The revised code may be obtained 
from the Superintendent of Printing, 
State House, Des Moines, for five dollars 
and should be in every library. 

The second class which may probably 
be discarded are old magazines no longer 
needed for library reference work and 
which are gathering dust in the base- 
ment if not in the library proper. Before 
destroying these magazines they may be 
offered to the rural schools of the county 
through the County Superintendent of 
Schools and sometimes profitable ma- 
terial may be taken from the magazines 
if they are to be destroyed. 

Third, there are various classes of 





















































books which more quickly get out of 
date than others. Of course, a scientific 
book out of date is valueless. Books on 
religion, agriculture, domestic science, 
and other classes are of no educational 
value after more than five years, al- 
though of course, some of these books 
have value historically, but not for a 
small library. They should be offered 
to a larger library or for sale. 

Fourth, there are styles in fiction as 
well as in other classes and many books 
which were once popular are now no 
longer read. A glance at the illustra- 
tions will perhaps show why. Some of 
them will never be read and it is useless 
to keep these on the shelves, but there 
are places where they may be given 
away. Of course, there are classics in 
all classes but in the case of standard 
poetry and fiction old editions should be 
replaced by attractive ones. 

We need not add that good judgment 
and discretion must be used in all cases 
and if there is a question regarding 
either books or magazines some authority 
should be consulted before they are de- 
stroyed or given away. The Library 
Commission will be glad to help as we 
are sure will also librarians of larger 
libraries. ‘“The Replacement List of 
Fiction’’ issued by the American Library 
Association at seventy-five cents will be 
found useful in deciding what fiction 
should be retained and what should be 
removed. 


Early Iowa Library History 

The secretary of the lowa Library 
Commission was greatly thrilled when 
she read an article in the Palimpsest 
recently, stating that on June 8, 1936, 
a meeting was called to form a Library 
Association in Dubuque. This fact was 
discovered in the Dubuque Visitor of 
June 8, 1936. 

Unfortunately, investigation does not 
tell us what was the result of this call 
for a meeting, whether the association 
was formed, or whether it died a-born- 
ing. But it is interesting to note that 
ten years before Iowa became a state, 
one of its towns was interested in having 
a library and to the secretary, the fact 
that this town was Dubuque is, of course, 
especially gratifying. 
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Personals 

Dorothy Barnhart, employed in Des 
Moines Public, and Library Commission 
libraries, was married during August 
to Lyle Eggenberger of Houston, Texas, 
where the couple will reside. 

Helen Clapp, formerly librarian of 
the West Union Public Library and who 
last year took the training course at 
Riverside, California, was chosen to 
represent the library school class in a 
talk at the commencement banquet 
given at the Mission where Rabbi Mag- 
nin was the speaker of the evening. 

Hanby, assistant librarian 
of the Northern Illinois State Teachers’ 
College in DeKalb, Illinois, spent her 
vacation at her home in Carroll. 

Helen Hutchinson, of Decorah, who 
graduated from the School of Library 
Science at Pratt Institute in June, has 
secured a position in the Library at 
Stanford, Connecticut. Before going to 
library school Miss Hutchinson was em- 
ployed in the Public and High School, 
Decorah, and the State University Li- 
braries. 

Florence Inghram, formerly in Iowa 
in the Cedar Rapids, Davenport and 
Marshalltown libraries, and now in the 
Teachers’ College Library at Columbia 
University, was a welcome caller at the 
Library Commission office during Au- 
gust. She was spending her vacation 
at her home in Osceola. 

Miss Inghram’s mother was a former 
librarian of the Osceola Public Library. 

Catherine Keyes, of Mount Vernon, 
music librarian in the New York City 
Library, spent her summer in European 
travel. 

Valnia Kies spent her vacation with 
her parents in Dubuque after a year as 
librarian of the Holy Angel’s School in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Alice Ninan, of Ottumwa, a graduate 
of Western Reserve University, recently 
children’s librarian at Whiting, Indi- 
ana, has accepted a similar position in 
Ponea City, Oklahoma. 

Iva Oliver, of the Skinner Junior 
High School Library, of Denver, and 
Ann Kelley, who, in June, finished 4 
course in library science at the Univer- 
sity of Tennessee, gave entertaining — 
talks on library subjects at a meeting 








Baer BMF. A 


Bs T'<4 @ 


Rn vrs ar 





of the Williamsburg library board dur- 
ing July. 

Harold Peterson has been appointed 
assistant librarian of the Wm. Scheerer 
Junior Memorial Library of the Hill 
School at Pottstown, Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Peterson served at the Fort Dodge Pub- 
lie Library before taking the course 
last year at the Columbia School of Li- 
brary Science as a Lydia Roberts 
scholar. 


Helen Skemp, of Dubuque, a former 
Iowa school teacher, and a graduate of 
the Wisconsin Library School, is at 
present senior assistant at Platteville, 
Wisconsin, State Teachers’ College. 


Blanch Smith, instructor in the Wis- 
eonsin Library School, Harriet Proud- 
foot, who took the library school course 
last year at Wisconsin, and Edna June 
Shenton, who attended Illinois Library 
School, were visitors in Indianola dur- 
ing the summer. 

Coella Correll of Adair is spending 
a month in the Waterloo Publie Library 
preparatory to entering the Wisconsin 
Library School in the fall. 

Esther Green, formerly of Des 
Moines, a graduate of Simmons College 
Library School and later doing fur- 
ther work in the Library School of 
Western Reserve University at Cleve- 
land and serving as librarian at Park 
College, Cleveland Heights, and in the 
Lewis Carroll Children’s Room of the 
Cleveland, Ohio, Publie Library, has 
accepted a position in charge of chil- 
dren’s work in the New Rochelle, N. Y., 
Publie Library. 

Mary D. Rains, for a number of years 
employed in the Mason City Publie Li- 
brary, has been doing cataloging in 
the Waterloo library for the last few 
months. 





School Library Notes 


Estherville—Mrs. Dorothy Barg has 
been elected by the school board as li- 
brarian of the high school for the com- 
ing year. 

Ada Wood, Ames High School Li- 
brary, and Aleta J. Malmberg, of the 
Newton High School Library, took the 
course in ‘‘School Library Service’’ at 
Columbia University during the past 
summer. This course was taught by 
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Mildred Bachelder, who is the head of 
the new department of school libraries 
at the American Library Association 
headquarters. 

The committee of the library section 
of the Iowa State Teachers’ Association 
on school library standards and cer- 
tification met in Des Moines at Hotel 
Savery in May, and will have some in- 
teresting material to report at the meet- 
ing in November. Helen Ruth Mon- 
tague, public library at Council Bluffs, 
is chairman, Nellie Behm, Roosevelt 
High School Library, Des Moines, Ada 
Wood, Ames High School Library, and 
Aleta J. Malmberg, Newton High School 
Library are members of this committee. 

As indicated in the program of the 
Iowa Library Association the meeting 
of the section of the State Teachers’ 
Association will be held at the same 
time as the Iowa Library Association 
on Thursday, November fifth. 


Cedar Rapids—The appointment of 
Beulah Marie Larson as librarian at 
Thomas Jefferson High School has been 
authorized by the school board. 


Council Bluffs—Ferne Warsinske, li- 
brarian of the Thomas Jefferson High 
School, was married on June twenty- 
eighth to Harry Mellor. Margaret An- 
drews, a graduate of Wisconsin Library 
School, has been appointed to the libra- 
rianship of this high school. 

Esther Kleist, formerly librarian at 
Abraham Lincoln High School, resigned 
on August 30. 





Fifteen Tons of Library Data 


Fifteen tons of data, gathered on a 
30,000-mile tour, have been brought 
triumphantly to the University of Chi- 
eago by James G. Hodgson, who was 
dispatched on this herculean errand 
some seventeen months ago. No wonder 
the university has made Mr. Hodgson 
headvof its acquisition department of its 
libraries. 

Acquisitor Hodgson got approximately 
a pound of literature for every mile of 
travel. It’s all on matters of city, 
county and state government. 

Donning overalls, he availed himself 
joyfully of opportunities offered him to 
burrow into dust covered storerooms of 
city halls, county buildings and capitols, 









































and came up with reports and records 
that the university has been looking for. 

What he got hardly sounds like fire- 
side reading, but it is the kind of ma- 
terial that brings delight to the univer- 
sity’s research scholars in political 
science, government and history. Jour- 
nals of state legislatures, proceedings of 
state constitutional conventions, annual 
reports of state executive departments, 
of police departments, of parks and 
school systems. 

Mr. Hodgson visited the executive 
offices of 309 political units and 416 li- 
braries. He was delighted with the re- 
ception he got. Most of the material 
was given him without charge. New 
England he found particularly rich in 
governmental publications. 

The university believes its collection 
of governmenta! material is now out- 
standing. Partly as a result of Mr. 
Hodgson’s efforts, it will shortly have 
complete, unbroken records of the ses- 
sion laws of the legislatures of all 48 
states. In the case of Massachusetts 
these go back to 1661. Mr. Hodgson got 
600 needed records for the university’s 
already large collection, and arranged 
for the making of photostatic copies of 
the remaining 600 necessary to complete 
the files. 

James Hodgson, an Iowa ‘‘boy,’’ is a 
graduate of the State University of Iowa 
and of the lowa Summer Library School 
in 1913. 
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New Libraries 

The list of towns making library be- 
ginnings and those receiving tax sup- 
port indicate that library interest in 
the state is not on the wane. 

Some start with a Traveling Library 
collection supplementing local books 
which have been secured by donations 
and in very few cases was the Library 
Commission consulted and newspaper 
notice of a tax levied or a board ap- 
pointed was the first intimation re- 
ceived of what was being done. 

County or regional libraries supply- 
ing these communities with books from 
a common group would be a much bet- 
ter method as there is no community 
left in the state large enough to ade- 
quately support a library alone at the 
present tax maximum. 





Library News of the State 











Bellevue—Frank Schwirtz has been 
appointed a member of the library 
board to fill the vacancy caused by the. 
resignation of Louise 8. Altfillisch. 


Callender—The bank building, re- 
modeled for library use, was dedicated 
on Sunday, September twentieth, the 
exercise being held in the park. The 
program, in addition to music and an 
invocation, included a few remarks by 
the mayor and the superintendent of . 
schools, a history of the library by the 
president of the library board, H. N. 
Nubson, and greetings read from Julia 
A. Robinson, secretary of the Iowa Li- 
brary Commission, Harold Peterson, 
who organized the library during the 
summer, and greetings given by Alice 
B. Story, librarian of the Fort Dodge 
Public Library. The address of the 
afternoon. was given by Lelia 8S. Wilson, 
of the Iowa Library Commission, in 
Miss Robinson’s absence. Following 
the formal program a reception was 
held in the library. The library has 
been in existence since 1903. 

Cherokee—Harriet Evert, recently 
appointed children’s librarian, has 
been elected as general assistant on the 
Wisconsin State Library School staff 
at Madison, Wisconsin. Adelia Meyer, 
of the Summer Library School class has 
been elected to fill the position of chil- 
dren’s librarian. 

Des Moines—Drake University—The 
lower half of the first floor of the li- 
brary building has been made into 4 
reserve book section, seating eighty 
students, with ample space for about 
two thousand books which can be trans- 
ferred from the regular shelves by the 
new elevator. 

Jane Stoddard, who finished in June 
one year of library work at the Illinois 
Library School, has been made assistant 
in the University Library. 

Des Moines—Library Club—The an- 
nual pienic of the’ club was held at 
Donald McRae Park on Friday, June 
twelfth. Mrs. Esther Hughes, of the 
Des Moines Public Library was im 
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charge of arrangements and Lelia Wil- 
son, of the Library Commission, gave 
a report of the American Library Asso- 
ciation conference at Richmond. The 
following officers were selected for the 
coming year: President, Opal Tanner, 
of the Publie Library; Vice President, 
Miriam Garner, State Library; Secre- 
tary, Irene Anderson, Easton Branch, 
Publie Library ; Treasurer, Lulu Saber- 
son, formerly of the Medical Library; 
Chairman of the Program Committee, 
Catherine Condon, Publie Library; 
Chairman of the Social Committee, 
Geraldine Dunham, Economies Library. 

Des Moines—Library Commission— 
The State Fair exhibit was continued 
this year in the Educational Building 
and received first place for exhibits by 
State Agencies. The arrangement of 
the exhibit was in charge of Dorothy 
Deyoe, and various members of the staff 
took turns in attendance upon it. 

Des Moines — Public Library — Mrs. 
Janet Hyde Eyerly has resigned her 
position as head of publicity and Helen 
Phillips has been placed in charge of 
this department. 

Kathleen Shreves, who has served as 
assistant in the circulation department 
for eight years, has accepted a position 
as assistant in Colorado College Li- 
brary. Miss Shreves will continue her 
work in the University for a B. A. De- 
gree. — 

Christine Taylor, formerly of the 
Richmond Public Library, will arrive 
October 1 to become second assistant 
in the circulation department. Miss 
Taylor attended the University of Illi- 
nois Library School last year and 
served as reviser in the Iowa Library 
Summer School this summer. 

Helen H. Parker, children’s librarian, 
has resigned her position and is now 
children’s librarian in the South West 
branch of the Kansas City, Missouri, 
Publie Library. 

Maxine Skinner, assistant in the or- 
der department, has resigned her posi- 
tion and will enter the Lutheran Dea- 
econess Motherhouse and Training 
School in Baltimore, Maryland, Octo- 
ber first. 

Mrs. Frances H. Lane has joined the 
staff of the Des Moines Public Library 
in charge of one of its branches. 


237 


Des Moines—Medical Library—Two 
changes have taken place in the staff 
of this library, Mrs. Marion C. Wood 
taking the place of Mrs. Helen MeDer- 
mott, and Mabel Elwood succeeding 
Lulu Saberson. 

Mrs. Wood has served in the Eco- 
nomics Department of the State Library 
and Miss Elwood has had considerable 
legislative experience. 

Dubuque—County Library—In 1934, 
the first year that this work was under- 
taken, forty-five rural schools were sup- 
plied with books. In 1935 the number 
grew to ninety, and in the first half of 
1936, one hundred seven schools were 
visited regularly and stations also 
existed in practically all the small 
towns. ' 

The sum of one hundred dollars has 
been contributed by the rural schools 
but this is not enough to provide a 
much needed book car. As in the past, 
the Dubuque Women’s Club has as- 
sisted in reconditioning a large number 
of books for further use. County Su- 
perintendent Flynn is a most ardent 
supporter of this work. 


Eldora—Mrs. L. F. Wolcott and Mrs. 
C. E. Greef have been appointed mem- 
bers of the library board to succeed 
Charles Schafer and Mrs. Warren Rath- 
bone. 

Fort Madison—R. W. Tahey has been 
named a member of the library board 
to succeed Mrs. H. W. Paul, whose 
term of office expired in July. 

Glidden—Mrs. Laura Lathrop suc- 
ceeds Mrs. Lillian Powers as librarian. 

Greene—The staff of the public li- 
brary recently sponsored a program on 
the fine arts at the home of Mrs. O. C. 
Perrin, to which the public was invited. 
In addition to the program there was a 
display including Mrs. Perrin’s collec- 
tion of art objects and a collection of 
art books. Following the program Mrs. 
Perrin served refreshments. 

Indianola— Mary McCoy, librarian 
for seventeen years, upon her return 
from a year’s leave of absence at West- 
ern Reserve University Library School, 
has resigned her position to become li- 
brarian of Monmouth College, her alma 
mater, at Monmouth, Illinois. Miss 
McCoy has done an outstanding piece 








































































of county work in Warren county, and 
a county library, when it comes, will be 
largely due to her effort. Her resigna- 
tion was accepted with regret by library 
board. 

Irene Faulder, of Beatrice, Nebraska, 
has been selected to succeed Miss Me- 
Coy. Miss Faulder was a graduate of 
Western Reserve University Library 
School June last. 

Lois Lympus, acting librarian for the 
past year, and Iola Bales, both gradu- 
ates of Simpson College, will enter the 
Illinois University Library School this 
fall. 

Iowa City—State University—Sarah 
F. Cockey (Pratt Institute Library 
School 1935), is senior assistant in the 
reserve department of the library while 
studying for her college degree at the 
University. 

Henry E. Coleman, Jr. (Illinois Li- 
brary School 1934), who has been on 
the staff of Northwestern University 
Library as general assistant, has been 
appointed superintendent of the serials 
department. 

Helen E. Darling (Michigan Library 
School 1936), has been appointed as- 
sistant in the government documents 
department, succeeding Virginia W. 
Struble, who resigned to be married. 

Margaret B. Law (Minnesota Library 
School 1931), has been appointed to a 
temporary position as assistant in the 
reserve section of the university li- 
braries. 

Marion Kanak (Illinois Library 
School 1935), cataloger, was married 
on August 12, to John Carl Settelmayer. 
Mrs. Settelmayer will continue in her 
position while Mr. Settelmayer com- 
pletes his work for his master’s degree 
at the University of Illinois Library 
School. 

Marjorie Kunze (Michigan Library 
School 1936), formerly cataloger in 
Purdue University Library, joined the 
staff as a cataloger on September 14. 
Miss Kunze succeeds Emily Nixon 
(Michigan Library School 1931), who 
resigned to accept the position of first 
assistant cataloger in New York Uni- 
versity Library. 

Ethel M. Rush (St. Louis Library 
School 1930), who for several years has 


. in California. 


been in the schools department of the 
Cossitt Library of Memphis, Tennessee, 
is assistant in the education. library 
while studying for her college degree 
at the university. 

Virginia W. Struble (Columbia Uni- 
versity Library School 1933), who re- 
signed as documents assistant, on 
September first, was married on Septem- 
ber 12, 1936, to Merril G. Burlingame. 
Mr. and Mrs. Burlingame will tive in 
Bozeman, Montana, where Mr. Bur- 
lingame is professor of history in Mon- 
tana State College. 

Iowa Falls—Dr. F. N. Cole has been 
named to the Iowa Falls library board 
to succeed S. J. Osgood. 

LeMars—H. S. Martin, a member of 
the library board for many years, has 
now resigned and will be succeeded by 
Rev. John Pert. 

Manchester—Edith Rann, assistant in 
the public library, was married on July 
twelfth to Kenneth L. Coltman, of Man- 
chester, where the couple will reside. 


Maquoketa—Helen Morse, librarian 
of the public library for several years, 
was married in Milwaukee on August 


nineteenth to Alvern L. Reynolds, of 


Clinton. Mrs. Reynolds is a graduate 
of the Iowa Summer School and was. 
librarian at Tipton for some years. She 
is at present treasurer of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association. Mrs. Reynolds will 
continue her work with the library un- 
til next June. 


Mason City—Various displays have 
been held in the library during the sum- 
mer, beginning in June, with the toy 
dog and doll show in the children’s 
room and including a display of Mexi- 
can art in August. 

Mount Pleasant— Wesleyan College— 
Sara J. Way, from the library school 
of Illinois University, has been made 
librarian to succeed Miss Guenther, 
who has gone to the Northwestern Uni- 
versity library. 

Oskaloosa—Penn College—May Hunt, 
librarian, has been granted a year’s 
leave of absence which she will spend 
Laura Betts, a graduate 
of Pratt Institute, having served in the 
Drake University Library, will fill Miss 
Hunt’s position during her absence. 
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Riceville—Mrs. Clark Kelly has ac- 
cepted the place on the library board 
made vacant by the resignation of Mrs. 
Francis Martin. 


Storm Lake—A display in the library 
of relies of other days was a feature of 
old Settler Day, September third, and 
a photograph of the display was used 
in the Homecoming edition of the Storm 
Lake Register. 

Sutherland—Mrs. R. C. Long has 
become a member of the library board, 
filling the vacancy created by the resig- 
nation of Mrs. L. L. Jones. 

West Union—Following the resigna- 
tion of Evelyn Turner, who has acted 
as librarian for the past fourteen 
months since Helen Clapp’s removal to 
California, Verle Kniel has been ap- 
pointed librarian. Miss Kniel is a 
graduate of Upper Iowa University, re- 
ceived her master’s degree from the 
State University of lowa in 1931 and 
has had considerable teaching experi- 
ence. Miss Turner resigns to marry 
Victor Schmedd. 


Winterset—Mrs. L. L. Wade, secre- 
tary of the board, has resigned her posi- 
tion as member of the board and will 
become assistant librarian beginning 
September eighth. Mrs. Ernest MeNa- 
mara has been appointed to take Mrs. 
Wade’s place on the board. 





Gifts and Benefits 


Clear Lake—On her birthday, July 
twenty-fifth, seven new books were 
added to the Betty Jones Memorial 
Collection in the Clear Lake Library. 
The titles are books for ’teen aged girls. 

Decorah—Arthur Anderson, of Chi- 
cago, who recently gave to Luther Col- 
lege a beautiful Persian wall rug the 
value of which was appraised by an 
expert at $1,750.00 and which hangs in 
the Koren Library, has made another 
fine gift of six sets, 79 volumes in all, 
of beautifully hand bound books. 

Eldora—Charles A. Norris, former 
postmaster, has given to the Eldora 
Publie Library three large volumes of 
stamps containing approximately 335 
stamps and representing all stamp issu- 
ing countries. 

Farmington—A donation of $25.00 
was reported by the volunteer firemen. 
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Harlan—Mrs. Brazie reports a gift of 
$200.00 for the purchase of books left 
to the library by the will of the late 
Mrs. Jennie Dunlavy. 

Mason City—The Public Library has 
received from Mrs. Edith Naylor, of 
Clear Lake, a gift of attractive colored 
ivory figurines in colonial costume. 

The New London legacy left by 
Henry J. Nugens for a Memorial Li- 
brary has been accepted by a vote of 
the town but the matter is still in liti- 
gation as the will is being contested by 
the heirs. 


The Sac City Public Library has re- 
ceived a gift of approximately two 
thousand books with sectional cases 
from the W. H. Hart estate. They may 
be used or disposed of in any way the 
library may see fit. The books may 
not all be useful, but they may sell 
them if they wish. 

In addition, books, or money for the 
purchase of books was given in the fol- 
lowing towns: Afton, Algona, Battle 
Creek, Bedford, Bloomfield, Bradgate, 
Chariton, Dows, Decorah, Garner, Glad- 
brook, Guthrie Center, Humboldt, lowa 
Falls, Keokuk, Linn Grove, Lost Na- 
tion, MeGregor, Monona, New Hamp- 
ton, Oakland, Peterson, Sanborn, Shef- 
field, Strawberry Point, Swea City, 
Wapello, West Branch. 

In addition library benefits were held 
at Arlington, Dows, Farnhamville, 
Guthrie Center, Guttenberg, Kingsley, 
Manchester, Manly, Newell, North Eng- 
lish, Panora, Rolfe, Story City, Tipton, 
West Union, Williamsburg, and Wilton. 





Buildings and Improvements 

Repairs, remodeling, redecoration, and 
other improvements are reported by a 
number of libraries, most of the libraries 
being closed during the time the work 
was in progress. In some cases the work 
was done by WPA help. 

Among the libraries so reporting are 
Albia, Allison, Boone, Fairfield, Osceola, 
Pella, Rockwell City, Shenandoah, Spen- 
cer, Villisea, and Waterloo. At McGregor 
the two-story brick building given to the 
town for the library by Logan Blizzard, 
is being remodeled and made ready for 
library use. 














































Libraries in Summer 


The coming of summer months and 
hot weather is usually noticed by libra- 
rians in three ways, a decrease in the 
hours of opening, the extensiou of privi- 
leges in longer loans and more books 
each to vacationists, and in reading 
courses, contests, and so forth, spon- 
sored by some libraries. 

So many libraries change their hours 
in summer that the list is too-long to 
print. These are returning to winter 
schedules with the opening of school. 

There are probably others which grant 
extra time and books during the summer, 
but our clipping service brings only no- 
tices from Davenport, Des Moines, and 
Muscatine. 

Special work with the children seems 
to have been earried on at Clarinda, 
Clinton, Council Bluffs, Davenport, Des 
Moines, Eldora, Grinnell, Sae City, 


Oskaloosa, and doubtless other places. 





A. L. A. Midwinter Conference 
1936 
The next midwinter conference of the 
American Library Association Council 
will be held at the Drake Hotel, Chicago, 
December 28-30, 1936. 





Deaths 


To those who have ever traveled on 
a special train to the annual confer- 
ences, news of the passing of Frederick 
W. Faxon, of Boston, will come with a 
sense of loss. He was genial, accom- 
modating and to meet him was to al- 
ways meet an old friend. 

He was the head of the F. W. Faxon 
Company, with whom many librarians 
have had business dealings. In accord- 
ance with Mr. Faxon’s wishes, the busi- 
ness will be continued under the same 
name. 

Information has only recently come 
to the Library Commission office of the 
death of Angeline Grimsby, in Port- 
land, Oregon, in February, 1935. 

Miss Grimsby was one of the three 
organizers of the New Hampton Public 
Library, the other two being Isabelle 
Powers, who passed away in May, 1934, 
and Bessie Porter, still acting as libra- 
rian. They served as librarians for ten 
years without pay until the library be- 


came tax supported and was able to 
pay for their services. Miss Gri 
resigned in 1918 to go to Portland, Ore. 
gon, where she has since resided. 

Her sister, Marthine, a loyal friend 
and supporter of the library died in 
May of this year. 

Mary Ellen Lund, who served as li- 
brarian of the St. Ansgar library from 
1929 to July, 1931, died at Mercy Hos- 
pital in Des Moines on August 25. She 
has been employed as a radio singer 
since leaving the library. 

The sudden death of Gentiliska Win- 
terrowd, in Springfield, Ohio, on June 
twenty-sixth, removes from the library 
ranks one whose career extended over 
a long period in Iowa. Of the forty 
years spent in library service, thirty 
were in the Des Moines Public Library, 
first as apprentice, and later as refer- 
ence librarian. Thousands of Des 
Moines library patrons remember her 
at the old library rooms at Fourth and 
Grand in the former Y. M. C. A. build- 
ing, and at the later library location 
at Eighth and Locust on the site now 
occupied by the Register and Tribune 
building and at the present library — 
building, where her service in buildi 
up the reference library depart 
was outstanding. She went from Des 
Moines to Youngstown, Ohio, in 1923, 
to join the staff of the Public Library 
there and in 1930 became librarian of 
the Warder Public Library at Sp 
field, Ohio, where she rendered si 
service. Funeral services were held in 
Des Moines, where she was buried. 

Death came to W. P. Wortman and 
his wife, of Malvern, following an auto- 
mobile accident near Plattsmouth, Ne 
braska, on Saturday, July eleventh, Mr. 
Wortman’s death occurring on the six 
teenth. 

Mr. Wortman was appointed on the 
Malvern library board in May, 1917, to 
fill a vacancy and he was made a mem 
ber of the book committee where he 
served for a time. In August of that 
year he was elected vice president of © 
the board and continued in this capacity 
until the time of his death. He also 
served on the finance committee. 

He was a most faithful member, sel- 
dom absent from, or late at the meet- 
ings, and will be greatly missed. 


240 





